	Vocabulary
	Definition

	Climate
	Climate is the long-term pattern of weather in a particular area

	Biomes
	Biomes are areas of the planet with a similar climate and landscape, where similar animals and plants live.

	Latitude
	Latitude is a measurement on a globe or map of location north or south of the Equator

	Longitude
	Longitude is a measurement on a globe or map to find out how far east or west a place is. 

	Colonisation
	Colonization ( British English: colonisation) is a process of establishing foreign control over target territories or people.

	Arctic circle
	The Arctic Circle is one of the two polar circles, and the most northerly of the five major circles of latitude as shown on maps of Earth

	Antarctic circle
	The Antarctic Circle is the most southerly of the five major circles of latitude that mark maps of Earth

	time zone
	 a geographic region within which the same standard time is used : any one of the world's 24 divisions that has its own time 


	Enquiry questions

	What countries are in North and South America?

	How are mountains formed? Do they stop growing?

	Where are the Andes? 

	How many states are there in America? What is the weather like?

	What products are made in Brazil?

	What is the most popular sports in the countries?
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NORTH AMERICA

Physical Features

The Arctic Circle | One of the fwa polar crles on Earth Thione.

e
-

12 the north and consists of the Arctc
Oceon and extends fo Canade, Greenlond,
Norway, Sweden, finlond, he USA (Alaskal,
Denmart, lcsland and Russa. Condiions ore.
froezing cold creating lorge sheets of ce

The Grand Canyon | An enormous carved canyon in the

ground formed by fhe Colorado River,
which began 5-6 millon years ogo. It
runs 1800m deep and 18 miles wide and
s in Arizona in western USA

The Rocky Mountains | The Rockies are a major mouniain

G | ronge. spanning 3000k, n the west
running through Canada and the United
Stafes The range offers dramaic
wilderness, diverse wildifefalpine lokes

Central America | There are 7 counires Guaremala, Belze,

"D

Honduras, l Salvador, Nicarogua, Costa
Rico, ond Panama. Guatemola s famed for s
ancient Mayan runs It s a sgnficantly posrer
region compared 1o the northern countries.

Human Features

The Unied Staes of America has fhe largest
conomy inthe world and, because of s
normous size 1s dided nfo 50 different
sotes Each stote has thelr own laws This s
why there are 50 stars o the national flag

Sports in he USA. define much of s colfre
and many sports e played sxcluiely o the
couniry including American Football, bassball,
ce hockey and basketball Many more.
countries have snce developed these too.

Colonisation
Ny S o]
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When Chrstogher Colurbus arrved n 902,
humans had been in North America for over
30000 yeors The Europeans sefied on the
and but disease and war meant most o the
natives were kiled. The USA. declared s
independence from Brtain n 1776,
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SOUTH AMERICA

Physical Features

Amazon Rainforest

This Is the world's largest rainforest,
taking up 55millon km and most of
north-western Brazil, extending into
Colombia, Peru and other countries It i
famous for s biodiversity.

The Andes

The Andes are the longes! mountain
range inthe world forming a continuous
highland in the west, passing through 7
countries from Venezvela in the north to
Chile and Argentine in the south.

Galapagos Islands

Part of the Republic of Ecuador, this
volcanic archipelago are known for their
many species of plants and animals
studied by Charles Darwin which
contributed to his theory of evolution.

Lake Titicaca

Alarge. deep Ioke In fhe Andes on the border
of Peru and Bolivia Once inhabited by the
Incas between 1200AD. and 1400AD. they
hove even found an underwater femple here.

Human Features

Deforestation

A
. A

Industriakscale catfle ranching, soybean
production and logging for wood leg.

mahogany) for the world market means the
Amazon has lost 20% off its trees in the last
40 years at a rate of 20.000km’ per year.

Machu Picchu

Located in southern Peru, on o 2430m high
mountain ridge, archaeologists believe It was
constructed as an estate for an Inca emperar.
Bult around 14S0AD. i could home up fo
750 people, mostly working as servants to the
emperor and keeping lamas and alpacas

Colonisation

n 1998 Christopher Colmbus, on his fhrd
voyage to the Americas, landed in Venezvela.
Portuguese and Spanish ships arrived, began
to claim the land os their own, ntroducing
western diseases, and contributed to the ropid
decline of the native populations.
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Physical Features

Amazon Rainforest

This i the world' largest rainfores',
taking up 55millon km* and mos of
north-western Brazi, extending info
Colombia, Peru and other counires If i
famous for s biodiversiy.

The Andes.

The Andes are the longest mountain
range n the werld forming a confinuous
highland in the wes', passing through 7
counlries from Venezuela inthe north fo
Chile and Argentine in the south.

Galapagos lsands

Part o the Republic of Ecuador, ths
voleanic archipelago are known fo fheir

many species of plants and animals
studied by Charles Darwin which
contributed fo his theory of evolution

Lake Tiicaca

‘Alarge. deep loke n e Andes on the border
of Peru and Bolivia Once nhabied by the
Incas batween 1200AD. and 1400AD. they
hove even found an underwater temple here.

Human Features

Deforesafion

Industrakscale catils ranching, zoybean
production and logging for wood (eg.

mahogany for the warld market means the
Amaizon has lst 20% of 1 ress n the last
40 years ata rate of 20.000kn” per yeor.

Locared i southern Peru. on @ 2930m high
mountain ridge, archosologis belleve f was
consructed oz an estate for an Inca emperar.
Bult oround 1450AD. i could home up fo
750 paople, mostly working as servants fo the.
emperor and keeping lamas and alpacas.

Colonisafion

1

Tn 1998 Christopher Columbus,on s thed
voyoge fo the Americas,londed in Venszuela
Portuguese and Sponish ships orived, began.
to cam the land as their own, nroducing
western diseases, and contributed fo the rapid
decline of the nafive populations.
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idest places on

‘rth wih wiers reaching -30C. athough much of Conada s
‘ackduousforst. Central UISA consstsof dacckous forest bt oo

erasand.wih very bot immers o cold witers whist western
Mesico and USA. has a desert climate, reaching up o 45C.




